THE   MO NASTERIES

without special permission, to pass in and out of its
gates and stroll between the lamas' tents at will. More
important still., D^un Chure has the best "exercisers*'
and "prophets." For all these reasons the people
prefer to go to Dzun Chure, where they are made to
feel "at home/' not only for their devotions but also
for medical treatment and prophecies.

It was at Dzun Chure that the sale of the last
Bogdo Gegetfs effects took place. The Grand Lama
left numerous travelling bags, knives, watches and
clocks, gala shoes and other similar things. A Mon-
golian auction sale is carried on without an auctioneer.
The "lots" are exhibited, and beside each there is a
tablet and a piece of chalk. Intending buyers write a.
bid on this tablet and sign thek names. Another buyer
may make a higher bid in the same manner,, but if no
higher bid is forthcoming for a certain time, then the
original bidder is awarded the "lot" concerned. He
may have to wait weeks or months before he is in-
formed of this, but, on the other hand, if he is tired
of waiting he is entitled to send a message to the
manager of the sale withdrawing his bid.

At the sale in question I bought an Austrian-made
travelling bag, a fire-lighter and an enormous table-
knife used by one of the Grand Lama's body-guards,
an eight-foot giant.

The monastery in which the Bogdos lived is held in
great reverence by the people. It lies on the bank of
the Tola River and the palaces which it comprises